His wife was left penniless, with ten little children to support. For a while she made a futile struggle against poverty until she too died, broken by over-work and worry. As there were no relatives to help, the children were scattered in homes and orphan asylums.
Jennie, the youngest, was hardly more than a baby, so little that she cannot remember the names of her brothers and sisters.
For seven years she lived behind high walls in an institution where one of the methods of discipline was to whip a child for complaining of sickness before inquiring whether there was any ground for the complaint. When Jennie was nine she was placed at housework in the country. After months of frequent beatings and hard work, even life in an asylum seemed preferable and Jennie begged to go back. . . . In five years she was again placed out with a family who " needed a girl." She was now about fifteen. The man of the family made improper advances to her and at her terrified entreaty she was again returned to an institution, this time for older girls.
After another year the institution authorities once more decided Jennie was "old enough to be earning her living," and the inevitable position at housework was found. With no education or training even in normal home life, her work was mediocre and ill-paid. Her little knowledge of housework was her one asset. She had been institutionalized to such an extent that she had no "property sense," no foresight for the future, and was so obedient and willing that anyone could exploit her.
In her loneliness she welcomed the friendship of Louis C., who worked in a "movie" in the neighborhood in which she lived. He was attractive, selfish, thoroughly cynical?the only man Jennie had ever known.
They "kept company" for three years and she gladly promised to marry him. Under this promise he seduced her, only to leave town when she became pregnant. This programme calls for thorough-going scientific effort without preconceived bias or religious or philanthropic hysteria. It has practical and theoretical aspects which cannot always be harmonized under existing social and economic conditions. One may theorize, for example, about the equal responsibility of both parents for the care and maintenance of an illegitimate child, and yet in our present society the burden of responsibility must rest upon the mother in spite of theory and often in spite of a court decree.
In insisting that she keep the child with her, society assumes that she is?or can become?a fit mother for it; and it is on that point? her development in motherhood?that we must lay our emphasis in the future.
It is a task that requires endless sympathy and patience, unfailing kindness, and a broad knowledge of social trends and principles.
